Minutes of the Workshop on EU Scientific Diving,
Berlin (Germany), June 25th/26th  2007

Participants

Dr. Barbara Ewa Swerpel, Institute of Hydroengineering, Polish Academy of Sciences,
Kościerska 7, 80-953 Gdansk, POLAND
Roger Lindeblom, Göteborg University, Faculty of Science, Guldhedsgatan 5 A, Box 460,
405 30 Göteborg, SWEDEN

Dr. Jean-Pierre Féral, Institut National des Sciences de l’Univers, Comité National de la Plongée Scientifique (CNPS), Centre d’Océanologie de Marseille, FRANCE
Dr. Martin Sayer, The Scottish Association for Marine Science, Dunstaffnage Marine
Laboratory, Oban Argyl, PA13 1QA, UNITED KINGDOM
Dr. Giorgio Caramanna, Fluid geochemistry laboratory - Geology Department - University of

Rome “Sapienza” Piazzale A. Moro 5 – 00185 Roma - ITALY 
Jouni Leinikki, Alleco Ltd., Luhdantie 11, 03220 Tervalampi, FINLAND

Kalle Virtanen, FINLAND
Dr. Harald Lübke, Roman-Germanic Commission of the German Archaeological Institute,

Palmengartenstrasse 10 – 12, 60325 Frankfurt, GERMANY

Dr. Martin Mainberger, Kommission Unterwasserarchäologie im Verband der

Landesarchäologen in der Bundesrepublik Deutschland, Ballrechtstrasse 3, 79219 Staufen im Breisgau, GERMANY
PD Dr. Phillipp Fischer, Alfred Wegener Institut, Biologische Anstalt Helgoland, Gebäude A,
27498 Helgoland, GERMANY
Dr. Klaus Schwarzer, Institute of Geosciences, Kiel University, Olshausenstrasse 40, D –
24118 Kiel, GERMANY
Begin of the meeting: Monday, 25th of June 2007, 14:00 

A short overview about the background and the development of the ESD / AESD situation up to now was given by Phillipp Fischer. Some countries issue already ESD / AESD. Scientific diving training standards were discussed in several meetings and were accepted by all countries participating in these meetings. A preliminary “European Scientific Advisory Board – ESDAB” was formed. A request of acceptance of this board at the European Science Foundation (ESF) was made after a final meeting in Banylus-sur-Mer in October 2000. The implementation of a “European Scientific Diving Advisory Board – ESDAB” at the European Science Foundation (ESF) had failed in 2004 (last message to Jean-Pierre Féral – chairman of the Banyuls-sur-Mer meeting). 
The situation of scientific diving in each country was explained by each of the participants. It turned out as it was recognized during previous meetings held since 1993, that there is no common recognition of scientific diving in each of the European countries. However some countries use the standards (mainly AESD) adopted during previous meetings to implement them in their national regulations.

Phillipp Fischer explained a perception to form a pressure group and to start a “bottom up” initiative to implement a “European Scientific Diving Committee – ESDC” which should act independently from any other authority on a European level. 
Three different levels of membership were discussed and were finally agreed on by all participants. It was recognized as extremely important that each national committee should represent the whole scientific community of the country and that this national scientific diving committee (NSDC) is recognized by a national authority (see definitions below).

Based on the Berlin meeting 25./26.07.07, the representatives for scientific diving of the EU countries England, Finland, France, Germany, Italy, Poland and Sweden agreed to finish the implementation process of the European Scientific Diving Committee. 
The participants agreed on three different levels of membership:
1. Committed member (CM):

· Should demonstrate the support of their national scientific diving community;

· Should show the intention and mechanism to develop a national committee that will represent their scientific diving community;

· Should demonstrate an implementation framework by which the ESD and AESD qualifications can become assured standards for scientific diving in their country and recognised by relevant national authorities.

2. Associate member (AM):
· Must have in place a committee that will represent their national scientific diving community;

· Must demonstrate that they formally represent their national scientific diving committee;

· Must be supported by, or seeking support from, a relevant national authority that there is an intention to implement the ESD and AESD qualifications as the primary standards for scientific diving in their country 

3. Full member (FM):
· Must have in place a committee that represents their national scientific diving community and has a recognised status with a national authority that has responsibility for vocational scientific diving;

· Must demonstrate that they formally represent their national scientific diving committee;

· Must have implemented the ESD and AESD qualifications as the primary standards for scientific diving in their country.

Definitions:
Membership status of the European Scientific Diving Committee (ESDC) is intended as a tool that facilitates both the establishment and monitoring of the implementation of accepted minimum standards for scientific diving within Europe
A national scientific diving committee (NSDC) should be the principal body within a country that formally represents their own scientific diving community

A national authority is one that has principal responsibility for vocational scientific diving; it may be a governmental, funding or insurance agency that may qualify the divers and/or support their employment.

The objectives of the ESDC will be as follows:
· To encourage international mobility in the European scientific diving community through the implementation of a practical support framework by:

· promoting the widespread recognition of the existing ESD and AESD as the minimum standards for scientific diving by assuring their acceptance as the primary qualifications for scientific diving in Europe;

· becoming established as the recognised European body with responsibility to provide advice and guidance on the acceptance of existing standards within national and international legislative processes;

· facilitating, promoting and maintaining communication with and between present national scientific diving organisations and the National Scientific Diving Committees.

· To promote safety in scientific diving across Europe through

· facilitating a pan-European framework that exists to promote industry best practice in scientific diving;

· promotion and support for the establishment of national scientific diving committees where they don’t exist;

· the development and maintenance of a European database of scientific diving activities.

· To advance underwater scientific excellence in Europe through

· the facilitation of conferences, workshops, courses and publications where scientific diving is promoted as a research tool;

· encouragement and support for European funded research networks that employ scientific diving.

According to the three different levels a self assessment was made by each country to assess the own level of membership. The respective assessments were discussed and accepted unanimously by the participants
United Kingdom:
FM

Finland:

AM but FM can be reached soon 

France:

FM

Germany:

FM

Italy:


Aiming to become a CM

Poland:

CM 

Sweden:

CM but FM can be reached soon

An interim ESDC was established. This interim ESDC will be chaired by one participant of each country participating in the Berlin meeting. At the 1st International Symposium on Occupational Scientific Diving in Bremerhaven, Oct. 15th/16th 2007 the ESDC will be implemented formally and will be chaired only by one participant of each by full member state.
A Homepage under www.scientific-diving.eu will be set up. This page will be handled by Jouni Leinikki.

It was agreed that a joint EU-project in the framework of INTERREG IV might be a good operational tool to test and to spread the acceptance and the feasibility of these new regulations. 
Discussion about the ISOD Symposium in Bremerhaven: This symposium will be used to spread the knowledge about the new situation in European Scientific Diving. 
There will be one session titled “The Need of Scientific Diving in the Future”.
	Title


	Person in charge


	Speaker



	Scientific diving in tropical regions.
	J.-P. Feral: 

	 NN

	Polar research: scientific diving in an extreme environment.
	M. Sayer /P. Fischer

	 NN

	Biological succession on ship wrecks: A  multi-disciplenary case study in Finnish waters.
	J. Leinikki, K. Virtanen
	J. Flinkmann


	Limnology: diver supported research in freshwater ecosystems.
	P. Fischer

	NN / Prof. J. Melzer

	Underwater Archaeological Research in Europe. Past and future Perspectives.
	H. Lübke/ M. Mainberger
	Friedrich Lüth


	Scientific diving as valuable tool for shallow water ecological research.  
	B. Swerpel

	Piotr Kuklinski


	Scientific diving versus high end technology instru-mentation in geological studies in coastal waters.

	K. Schwarzer

	K. Schwarzer



In a second session (see attachment) the history, the present state of Scientific Diving in Europe and the variation of standards in different countries will be addressed by several speakers. 
It was agreed upon that the I-ESDC should be member of the organization committee and therefore named in the header of the announcement: The title of the announcement shall be changed to: 

1st International Symposium on Occupational Scientific Diving – organized by the German Commission for Scientific Diving (KFT) in cooperation with the (Interim) European Scientific Diving Committee (I-ESDC).    

It was agreed upon that the national representatives of all full member states of the I-ESDC (France, UK and Germany) should be listed as members of the organization committee on the first page of the announcement in the section Co-members.
End of the meeting: Tuesday 26th of June 2007, 17:00.

Kiel, July, 2007-07-06
Klaus Schwarzer
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